
 

Parish of Ascension 

Office of the Parish Council 
www.ascensionparish.net 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL  

January 8, 2026 - 6:00 PM  
ASCENSION PARISH COURTHOUSE 

300 Houmas St. Donaldsonville 
 

AGENDA 
(1) Call To Order / Invocation and Pledge 
(2) Roll Call 
(3) ** ELECTION OF 2026 CHAIR and VICE CHAIR ** 
(4) Chair's Additions 
(5) Public Comment Sign- In Period 
(6) Parish President's Report: 
(7) Planning and Zoning Recommendations  
  a. Zoning Review ID PZ-3793.25 for Nathan Gautreau - located on the east side of Babin 

Road approximately 285' north of LA Highway 74 to amend the Ascension Parish 
Zoning Map from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) TO 
APPROVE OR DENY recommendation of the Zoning Commission to APPROVE parcel 
5142800 and to DENY parcels 20007990 and 5041200 

  b. Zoning Review ID PZ-3822.25 - Lot 4-B for Mickey Robertson (Patrick Catalano) - 
located on the north side of LA Highway 621 approximately 3350' west of LA Highway 
44 to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) to Medium Intensity 
Residential (RM) TO APPROVE or DENY recommendation of the Zoning Commission 
to APPROVE the rezone 

(8) General Business 
  a. Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government 

and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for the 
Roddy Road at Black Bayou Road (LA 934) Roundabout Project and approval for 
Parish President Clint Cointment to execute the Agreement (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Deferred from November 20th Council Meeting  

  b. Approval of Agreement with The Picard Group, LLC for professional services related to 
the Legislative Branch of State Government on a basis of $10,000.00 per month for 



Federal Governmental Affairs Services and $7,500.00 per month for State 
Governmental Affairs Services.  The not to exceed amount is $250,000.00 for Federal 
and State services, printing, travel, events, and miscellaneous costs (CAO Ricky 
Compton) Deferred from the November 20, 2025 Regular Council Meeting  

(9) Executive Session 
  a. Rural Roots Louisiana and Louisiana Bucket Brigade versus Ascension Parish, 23rd 

Judicial District Court, Parish of Ascension, Suit No. 146,326 -  Approval of 
Administration to enter into confidential negotiations with Hyundai Steel Company 

  b. DEMCO vs Ascension Parish, 23rd JDC, Parish of Ascension, Suit No. 134,841, Div.: 
“D” - Review and approval of settlement  

(10) Adjourn 
 

 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact the 
Council Secretary’s Office at (225) 450-1234 or (225) 450-1233 to submit a request.  
Ascension Parish Meeting are accessible for public viewing on YouTube (@ascensionparish), Facebook 
(Parish of Ascension), Channel 21 on REV and Cox and the Ascension21 app on Roku, Amazon Firestick, 
Apple TV, Android and iOS devices  



 

Description: ** ELECTION OF 2026 CHAIR and VICE CHAIR ** 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 



 

Description: Planning and Zoning Recommendations  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 



 

Description: Zoning Review ID PZ-3793.25 for Nathan Gautreau - located on the east side of Babin 
Road approximately 285' north of LA Highway 74 to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from 
Medium Intensity Residential (RM) to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) TO APPROVE OR DENY 
recommendation of the Zoning Commission to APPROVE parcel 5142800 and to DENY parcels 
20007990 and 5041200 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. PZ-3793.25 PZ-3793.25.docx 
2. PZ-3793.25 Application PZ-3793.25 Application.pdf 
 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
                    
 

 Submitted By Jamaica Banker, Zoning Secretary (Attachments) Council Meeting  

 

 
 
 
Council Secretary’s Office 
 
Agenda Submittal  

o Finance Committee Meeting  
✓ Regular Council Meeting  

Date of Meeting: December 10, 2025 

Agenda Item (Description to be used on agenda): 

Zoning Review PZ-3793.25 for Nathan Gautreau 
Located on the east side of Babin Road approximately 285’ north of LA Hwy 74 to amend The 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 
(MU2) District. 
   

o Approved By:        
o Resolution:         
o Ordinance:         
o Committee Approved:        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
                    
 

 Submitted By Jamaica Banker, Zoning Secretary (Attachments) Council Meeting  

 

Zoning Commission Meeting 
Minutes (Excerpt) 
December 10, 2025 

 
 

Zoning Review PZ-3793.25 for Nathan Gautreau 
Located on the east side of Babin Road approximately 285’ north of LA Hwy 74 to amend The 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 
(MU2) District. 
 
Nathan Gautreau presented a request to rezone the property from Medium Intensity Residential 
(RM) District to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District. 
 
Public hearing was open 

 
Not in Support 
Justin Braud 
Wanda Singletary 
Sandra Bercegeay  

 
Public hearing was closed 
 
Commission Action: A motion was made by Randy Clouatre Jr., seconded by Mark Villa, to 
recommend DENIAL to the Parish Council to rezone the property from Medium Intensity 
Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District. 
 
Commission Action: A substitute motion was made by Wade Schexnaydre, seconded by Randy 
Clouatre Jr., to recommend APPROVAL to the Parish Council to rezone parcel number 5142800 
from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District and to 
recommend DENIAL to the Parish Council to rezone parcel number 20007990 and 5041200 from 
Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District. 
 
A Yea and Nay vote was called and resulted as follows: 
Yeas:  Nicholas Miller, Michelle Unitas, Mark Villa, Wade Schexnaydre and Randy Clouatre Jr. 
Nays:  Erik Jones and Max Nassar      
Abstained:   
Absent:  
5 Yeas, 2 Nays, 0 Abstained, and 0 Absent and the motion carried. 
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OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Zoning Commission Members 

 

FROM: Lance Brock  
 

SUBJECT: PZ-3793.25 

 

LOCATION:  Located on the east side of Babin Road approximately 285’ north of LA Hwy 74 

 

PRESENT ZONING:  Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District  
 

REQUESTED ZONING:  Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District 

 

OWNER:  Nathan Gautreau 

 
STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. Applicant is asking: To amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Medium Intensity 

Residential (RM) District to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District 

 

2. Existing Land Use is:  Restaurant and Single Family   
 

3. Surrounding Land Use:  Single Family   

 

4. Existing Zoning is:  Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District     

 
5. Size of Subject Property:  3.424 acres 

 

6. Ascension Parish Land Use Plan Statement:  

 

 

Medium Intensity Residential District (RM)  
This district is designated for residential development, including multifamily dwellings and this district 

exists largely outside the 100-year flood plain and in the northern part of the parish where planned water 

and sewer systems can support more intensive development. 

 

Mixed Use 2 (MU2)  

The District is characterized by the allowance of limited commercial, retail and service establishments in 
areas where the surrounding neighborhood is predominantly residential and the character and operation of 

which are compatible with the character of the surrounding area. 

 

 

 
 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 

 

7. Rezoning Criteria:  To rezone from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) 
District.  The property is located on the north east corner of LA Hwy 74 and Babin Road.  There 

are three (3) existing lots being petitioned to rezone to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) District.  There is an 

existing restaurant (non-conforming use) located on the property.  There is currently an old 

mechanic shop (discontinued non-conforming use) and two mobile homes located on the property. 

 

 
8. Staff Recommends:  To DENY the rezone to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) as requested due to the 

Ascension Parish Vision Map reflecting the property as residential neighborhood.   
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Description: Zoning Review ID PZ-3822.25 - Lot 4-B for Mickey Robertson (Patrick Catalano) - 
located on the north side of LA Highway 621 approximately 3350' west of LA Highway 44 to amend 
the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) to Medium Intensity Residential (RM) TO 
APPROVE or DENY recommendation of the Zoning Commission to APPROVE the rezone 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. PZ-3822.25 PZ-3822.25.docx 
2. PZ-3822.25 Application PZ-3822.25 Application.pdf 
 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
                    
 

 Submitted By Jamaica Banker, Zoning Secretary (Attachments) Council Meeting  

 

 
 
 
Council Secretary’s Office 
 
Agenda Submittal  

o Finance Committee Meeting  
✓ Regular Council Meeting  

Date of Meeting: December 10, 2025 

Agenda Item (Description to be used on agenda): 

Zoning Review PZ-3822.25 – Lot 4-B for Mickey Robertson (Patricia Catalano) 
Located on the north side of LA Hwy 621 approximately 3,350’ west of LA Hwy 44 to amend The 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) District to Medium Intensity Residential (RM) 
District. 
   

o Approved By:        
o Resolution:         
o Ordinance:         
o Committee Approved:        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
                    
 

 Submitted By Jamaica Banker, Zoning Secretary (Attachments) Council Meeting  

 

Zoning Commission Meeting 
Minutes (Excerpt) 
December 10, 2025 

 
 

Zoning Review PZ-3822.25 – Lot 4-B for Mickey Robertson (Patricia Catalano) 
Located on the north side of LA Hwy 621 approximately 3,350’ west of LA Hwy 44 to amend The 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) District to Medium Intensity Residential (RM) 
District. 
 
Benny Johnson presented a request to rezone the property from Rural (R) District to Medium 
Intensity Residential (RM) District. 
 
Public hearing was open 

 
Not in Support 
Kippy Sheets 
Nolan Babin 
Amelia Babin 
David Chauvin 
Blane Babin – Did not Speak 
 
In Support 
Tina Johnson – Did not Speak  
Phillip Catalano 

 
Public hearing was closed 
 
Commission Action: A motion was made by Randy Clouatre Jr., seconded by Wade Schexnaydre, to 
recommend APPROVAL to the Parish Council to rezone the property from Rural (R) District to 
Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District. 
 
A Yea and Nay vote was called and resulted as follows: 
Yeas:  Nicholas Miller, Max Nassar, Erik Jones, Mark Villa, Wade Schexnaydre and Randy Clouatre 
Jr. 
Nays:  Michelle Unitas      
Abstained:   
Absent:  
6 Yeas, 1 Nays, 0 Abstained, and 0 Absent and the motion carried. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Zoning Commission Members 

 

FROM: Lance Brock  

 

SUBJECT: PZ-3822.25 

 
LOCATION:  Located on the north side of LA Hwy 621 approximately 3,350’ west of LA Hwy 44 

 

PRESENT ZONING:  Rural (R) District  

 

REQUESTED ZONING:  Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District 

 
OWNER:  Paula Catalano (Mickey Robertson) 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. Applicant is asking: To amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) District to 
Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District 

 

2. Existing Land Use is:  Single Family  

 

3. Surrounding Land Use:  Single Family and Vacant 

 
4. Existing Zoning is:  Rural (R) District     

 

5. Size of Subject Property:  9.64 acres 

 

6. Ascension Parish Land Use Plan Statement:  
 

 
 

Rural District (R)  

This district is designated for low-density residential development in rural areas. 

 

 
 

Medium Intensity Residential District (RM)  

This district is designated for residential development, including multifamily dwellings and this district 

exists largely outside the 100-year flood plain and in the northern part of the parish where planned water 

and sewer systems can support more intensive development. 

 
 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 
 

 

7. Rezoning Criteria:  To rezone from Rural (R) District to Medium Intensity Residential (RM) 

District.  The property is currently split into two (2) zoning districts Medium Intensity Residential 

(RM) and Rural (R).  The applicant will retain the lots fronting William Ficklin Road with a depth 

of four hundred (400) feet south of William Ficklin Road.  The remainder approximately nine-
point sixty-four (9.64) acres is what is being requested from Rural (R) District to Medium Intensity 

Residential (RM) District.  (Fronting LA Hwy 621). 

 

8. Staff Recommends:  To ACCEPT the Medium Intensity Residential (RM) District as requested 

based on the current split zoning and the Ascension Parish Vision Map reflection the property as 

residential neighborhood.   
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION PORTION OF LOT 4-B  (REZONING AREA): 

A CERTAIN PIECE OR PARCEL OF GROUND BEING A PORTION OF LOT 4-B, PROPERTY 
LOCATED IN SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 9 SOUTH, RANGE 2 EAST, SOUTHEASTERN LAND DISTRICT 
EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA. BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 4-B SAID POINT BEING ON THE 
NORTHERN RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF HIGHWAY 621, LEAVING THE NORTHERN RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF HIGHWAY 621 PROCEED N01°01’11” W ALONG THE WESTERN PROPERTY LINE OF LOT 4-B A 
DISTANCE OF 1286.60 FEET TO A POINT SAID POINT ALSO BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

THENCE LEAVING THE POINT OF BEGINNING, PROCEED N01°'01’11”W A DISTANCE OF 
950.00 FEET TO A POINT AND TURN; THENCE PROCEED S89°52'26" E A DISTANCE OF 442.56 FEET TO 
A POINT AND TURN; THENCE PROCEED S01°05'48" E A DISTANCE OF 950.00 FEET TO A POINT AND 
TURN; THENCE N89°52'38" W A DISTANCE OF 443.84 FEET TO A POINT; SAID POINT BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 

SAID DESCRIPTION CONTAINS 9.66 ACRES OR 420,952 SQUARE FEET, MORE OR LESS. 
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Description: Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government 
and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for the Roddy Road at 
Black Bayou Road (LA 934) Roundabout Project and approval for Parish President Clint Cointment 
to execute the Agreement (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Deferred from November 20th 
Council Meeting  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Cover - CEA Black Bayou Cover - CEA Black Bayou.pdf 
2. CEA - Roddy Rd at Black Bayou Rd (LA 

934) 
CEA - Roddy Rd at Black Bayou Rd (LA 
934).docx 

3. DRAFT_Roddy Rd at Black Bayou Rd LA 
934 CEA_Resolution 

DRAFT_Roddy Rd at Black Bayou Rd LA 934 
CEA_Resolution.docx 

 



     

P A R I S H  O F  A S C E N S I O N  
ADMINISTRATION 

 

615 E Worthey Rd. 
Gonzales, LA. 70737 

(225) 450-1200 

www.ascensionparish.net 

 

 

 

Clint Cointment 

Parish Agenda Item Preview – Must be submitted with your item & any packet items. 

Meeting & Date: Finance Committee Meeting, Thursday, November 13, 2025 

Requester Name: Daniel Helms 

Requester’s Department: Transportation  

Requester’s Email Address: daniel.helms@apgov.us 

Requester’s Phone Number: (225) 450-1320 

Agenda Item (Description to be used on agenda): 

Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government and the Louisiana 

Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for the Roddy Road at Black Bayou Road (LA 

934) Roundabout project and approval for Parish President Clint Cointment to execute the Agreement.  

 

How is this item being funded? (General fund, dedicated fund – indicate, grant funding – indicate and 

what is the cost share: MoveAscension| Highway Safety Improvement Plan [HSIP] funding will be 

pursued to mitigate cost impact to the Parish  

BRIEF description of what the item is (3-4 bullet points) 

• Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government and Louisiana Department 

of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for Roddy Road at Black Bayou Road (LA 934) 

Roundabout project  

• LADOTD has made modifications to their project permit process. A CEA is now required as part of the 

process.  

 

How was this item procured? (Bid, Request for Quotes – 3, Request for Proposal, State Contract, etc.): 

N/A 

 

What company are we procuring from: N/A 

 

If there is a unit price or not to exceed (NTE) amount, please list those details here BRIEFLY: N/A 

 

If it’s a renewal, when was it originally procured and what are we renewing instead of “re-bidding”: N/A 

 

http://www.ascensionparish.net/


COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT 
FOR THE MODIFICATION OF STATE HIGHWAY LA 934 

between the 
STATE OF LOUISIANA  

through the 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

and 
Ascension Parish Government 

 
THIS AGREEMENT, for the public purpose(s) stated herein, is made and entered on this 

___ day of ________, ______ by and between the State of Louisiana, Department of 
Transportation and Development (“DOTD”) and Ascension Parish Government (“the 
Developer”). 

 
WITNESS: 
 
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 14(C) of the Louisiana Constitution provides that “for a 

public purpose, the State and its political subdivisions or political corporations may engage in 
cooperative endeavors with each other, with the United States or its agencies, or with any public 
or private association, corporation, or individual”;  

 
WHEREAS, Louisiana State Route Highway LA 934 is part of the Louisiana State 

Highway System, which is under the authority and control of the DOTD;  
 
WHEREAS, the DOTD owns Louisiana State Route Highway LA 934, located in 

Ascension Parish, Louisiana;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer desires to finance and construct the Project described in 
Section 1.4 of this Agreement and agrees to construct the Project in accordance with the Plans and 
Specifications for the Project, which in their entirety are made a part of this Agreement;  
  
 WHEREAS, the DOTD desires to cooperate with the Developer by allowing the 
Developer to construct the Project in accordance with the terms and conditions provided in this 
Agreement;  
 
 WHEREAS, upon completion of the Project, the Developer shall donate ownership of the 
Project and all necessary right-of-way to the DOTD;  
 
 WHEREAS, the DOTD and the Developer have determined that the Project serves a 
public purpose because the DOTD’s allowing the Developer to complete the Project will result in 
improved safety and efficiency to Louisiana State Route LA 934 and mitigate traffic issues, all at 
no cost to the DOTD; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DOTD and the Developer hereby acknowledge that there is a reasonable 
expectation that the Project will result in economic benefit to the State and the DOTD that will 
exceed the value of the DOTD’s obligations as set forth in this Agreement. 



CEA: DOTD and Ascension Parish Government 
LA 934 at Roddy Road 
PA610024 
Page 2 of 13 
 

CEA Template Version 5 08/19/2025 DocuSign 2-13 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants herein 
contained, the parties hereby agree to the following: 
 

ARTICLE I 
SCOPE 

 
1.1 The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein and expressly made a part of this 
Agreement. 
 
1.2 For purposes of identification and record keeping, project agreement number PA610024 
has been assigned to the Project.  All correspondence, other documents pertaining to the Project, 
and costs associated with the Project, shall be identified by this assigned project number. 
  
1.3 The Project shall be developed and constructed in accordance with the “Plans and 
Specifications.” 
 
1.4  The Developer agrees to build a roundabout on LA 934 at Roddy Road in Ascension Parish, 
Louisiana, to include the acquisition of all required right-of-way and utility relocation (the 
“Project”).  
 

ARTICLE II 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES 

 
2.1 The Developer shall be solely responsible for performing all aspects and paying all costs 
of, and associated with, the Project including, but not limited to, design, right-of-way acquisition, 
utility relocation, engineering, and construction.  The Developer shall be responsible for any costs 
attributable to the errors or omissions of its consultants or subconsultants. 
 
2.2 The development of the Plans and Specifications for the Project and all work on the Project  
shall be performed  in accordance with DOTD requirements and specifications, including but not 
limited to, the current edition of “Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges,” as 
amended, and the Developer shall provide construction administration and inspection services 
during construction in accordance with normal DOTD procedures. 
 
2.3 All Plans and Specifications for the Project shall be subject to the DOTD’s written 
approval. Any and all subsequent changes or modifications to the original Plans and Specifications, 
if any, must be approved by DOTD in writing prior to being incorporated into the Plans and 
Specifications. 
 
2.4 Prior to beginning construction on the Project, the Developer shall: 
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2.4.1 Provide documentation acceptable to the DOTD to evidence that all 
portions of the Project constructed on a state route comply with DOTD policies and 
procedures and meet or exceed DOTD guidelines, requirements, and specifications.   
 
2.4.2 Provide documentation acceptable to the DOTD to evidence that all 
environmental aspects associated with the Project comply with all applicable state 
and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 
 
2.4.3 Furnish to the DOTD a valid resolution adopted by the Developer acting as 
the governing authority for the Developer approving the donation of the completed 
Project improvements and right-of-way to the DOTD, as an addition to the State’s 
highway system.  A valid resolution authorizing the Developer’s execution of this 
Agreement shall be deemed sufficient to comply with this requirement. 
 
2.4.4 Execute a Certification for Modifications of State Highways. 
 
2.4.5 Send a request for authorization to begin work to the District Construction 
Coordinator and receive said authorization from DOTD in writing. 

 
2.5 Upon completion of the Project, the Developer shall provide, within 60 days of the final 
inspection date, a copy of the final estimate package, including the as-built plans, audit of testing 
and material, and field records, to the District Construction Coordinator for approval. Once the 
final estimate package is received the final acceptance will be issued within 60 days. 
 
2.6 Upon completion of the Project and final acceptance by the DOTD, the Developer shall 
donate to the DOTD any and all portions of the Project comprising or affecting the state highway, 
including any and all drainage improvements and all required right-of-way associated with the 
Project, and the DOTD shall accept the donation of the Project.  The Developer shall execute any 
documents deemed necessary by the DOTD to effect said donation to the DOTD. 
 

ARTICLE III 
ENGINEERING 

 
3.1 The Developer shall engage a qualified consultant for the performance of all engineering 
services, which services shall include, but are not limited to, the pre-construction engineering 
services necessary for the preparation of completed plans, specifications, and cost estimates for 
the Project.  The Developer shall be responsible for all fees and costs associated with the 
performance of these services.   
 
3.2 The Developer acknowledges and confirms the following: 
 

3.2.1  The DOTD has not participated in and will not participate in the drafting or 
other preparation of the Plans and Specifications; 
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 3.2.2 The DOTD is not otherwise the author of the Plans and Specifications; 
 
3.2.3 The Developer undertakes sole responsibility for the sufficiency, 
constructability, validity, and accuracy of the Plans and Specifications; and 
 
3.2.4 The Developer shall hold the DOTD harmless for any liability resulting 
from any defect or insufficiency in the Plans and Specifications. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION, RIGHT-OF-WAY, UTILITY RELOCATION 

4.1 The Developer shall acquire all property and right-of-way required for the Project. 
 
4.2 The Developer shall be responsible for any utility relocations that are necessary for the 
completion of the Project. 
 
4.3 All real property acquisitions shall be made in accordance with all applicable state and 
federal laws, the DOTD Right of Way Operations Manual, the Code of Federal Regulations 
(particularly 23 CFR Part 710 entitled “Right-of-way and Real Estate” and 49 CFR Part 24 entitled 
“Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition for Federal and Federally Assisted 
Programs”), as amended, and any other applicable laws or regulations and/or instructions given by 
the DOTD. 
 
4.4 Property acquisitions, appraisals, appraisal reviews, and other specialty valuation reports 
must be reviewed and certified by the DOTD Right of Way Section. 
 
4.5 Utility relocations must be reviewed and certified by the District Utility Specialist in the 
District where the Project is located. 
 
4.6 The Developer shall ensure that the design surveys, right-of-way surveys, and preparation 
of right-of-way maps comply with all of the requirements specified in the current edition of the 
DOTD “Location & Survey Manual.” 
 

ARTICLE V 
CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION 

 
5.1 The Developer shall provide contract administration and construction engineering and 
inspection during the construction of the Project.  All inspectors assigned to the Project, at a 
minimum, must possess the same certifications and fulfill the same requirements that the DOTD 
requires of its own construction inspectors.  Construction engineering inspectors shall operate 
independently of the construction contractors and subcontractors for the Project. 
 
5.2  The Developer shall not select or approve any consultant, subconsultant, contractor, or 
subcontractor that is on the DOTD’s Disqualified List or that has been debarred from consideration 
for DOTD contracts pursuant to La. R.S. 48:295.1, et seq. 
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5.3 The Developer shall be responsible for any contract costs attributable to the errors and 
omissions of its consultants or subconsultants. 
 
5.4 The DOTD shall assign an engineer from its District office to serve as a Construction 
Coordinator for the DOTD during the construction of the Project.  The Construction Coordinator 
shall make adequate site visits/trips to the construction site and shall advise the Developer’s Project 
Engineer of any discrepancies noted.  The Developer’s Project Engineer shall ensure that any such 
discrepancies are promptly corrected.  The Construction Coordinator shall review and may 
approve change orders and honor requests for information to ensure that the work is performed in 
a manner acceptable to the DOTD. 
 
5.5 Except where both the DOTD and the Developer have mutually agreed to a deviation in 
writing, the following specific requirements shall apply: 
 

5.5.1 When the current edition of “Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads 
and Bridges” requires approval by the Project Engineer or the DOTD for 
equipment and/or construction procedures, such approval shall be obtained from 
the Developer’s Project Engineer.  All DOTD policies and procedures for obtaining 
approval shall apply. 
 
5.5.2 All construction inspection personnel utilized by the Developer on the Project 
shall meet the same qualifications required of the DOTD construction inspection 
personnel.  Where certification in a specific area is required, personnel shall meet 
the DOTD’s certification requirements. 
 
5.5.3 All contract administration procedures shall comply with the DOTD 
guidelines and policies established by the DOTD Construction Contract 
Administration Manual (latest edition), the DOTD Engineering Directive and 
Standard Manual (EDSM), and any applicable memoranda.  The DOTD shall make 
these documents available to the Developer. 
 
5.5.4  All materials to be tested shall be sampled in accordance with the DOTD’s 
Sampling Manual. 
 
5.5.5 The Developer shall use a private laboratory for material testing and shall be 
responsible for all costs associated with the material testing. 
 
5.5.6 All private laboratory personnel utilized by the Developer shall meet or 
exceed the qualifications required of the DOTD’s laboratory personnel.  Where 
certification in a specific area is required, such personnel shall meet or exceed the 
certification requirements of the DOTD. 
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5.5.7 The Developer shall require all of its consultants and subconsultants to 
comply with all parts and subparts of Section 5.5 of this Agreement while 
performing duties as Project Engineer for the Project. 

 
5.6 In the event that the construction of the Project experiences any difficulty, problem, delay, 
and/or unwarranted interruption in the construction of the Project or disruption of traffic on LA 
934 at the project area for a period of thirty (30) consecutive days or greater and such interruption 
or disruption is not attributable to (a)  Weather Conditions (as defined below), (b) Acts of God (as 
defined below), (c) governmental laws, orders, or regulations, (d) actions of governmental 
authorities, (e) widespread riots of the local population, or (f) insurrection or war, which is not due 
to the fault or negligence of the Developer, then the State of Louisiana or the DOTD may: (1) 
provide written notice to the Developer that it must resolve the conditions that created the 
interruption or disruption to traffic on LA 934 at the project area, as applicable, within ten (10) 
days of the Developer’s receipt of said notice, and (2) if the interruption or disruption of traffic on 
LA 934 at the project area, as applicable, is not resolved within ten (10) days of the Developer’s 
receipt of the notice, the DOTD may enter the site of the property and, at the Developer’s cost, 
restore or reconstruct LA 934 at the project area, as applicable, to the road design specifications 
and condition it was in immediately prior to the commencement of construction of the Project.  
Within thirty (30) days of receipt from the State of Louisiana and/or the DOTD of a detailed 
invoice or record of the final payment amount to an independent contractor used to restore or 
reconstruct LA 934 at the project area, as applicable, the Developer shall reimburse the State of 
Louisiana and/or the DOTD for the actual expenses including, but not limited to, all administrative 
and legal expenses, including attorney’s fees, incurred in the restoration or reconstruction of LA 
934 at the project area, as applicable. 
  
5.7 All lane closures shall be submitted to and approved by the DOTD District Office.  The 
Developer shall provide notice a minimum of seven (7) calendar days in advance. 
 
5.8 In the event that the Developer discontinues construction of the Project for a period of 
thirty (30) consecutive days, such discontinuation shall be deemed an unwarranted interruption or 
disruption to traffic on LA 934 at the project area, as applicable. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
TERM AND TERMINATION 

 
6.1 This Agreement shall commence on the date written above.  The terms and conditions of 
this Agreement shall be binding upon the Parties and shall remain in effect until all work on the 
Project has been completed and accepted and all obligations and conditions contained herein have 
been satisfied.  However, this Agreement may be terminated under any or all of the following 
conditions: 
 

6.1.1  By mutual consent which has been reduced to writing and executed by the 
Parties; or 
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6.1.2  By the Developer, should it desire to cancel the Project.  The Developer shall 
restore LA 934 within the project limits to the condition it was in prior to entering 
into this Agreement; or 
 
6.1.3  By either party for cause based upon the failure of the other party to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the Agreement.  The party wishing to terminate 
the Agreement shall give the other party written notice specifying the other party’s 
failure.  If, within thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice, the other party has 
not either corrected the failure or proceeded diligently to complete the correction, 
the party wishing to terminate the Agreement may, at its option, place the other 
party in default, and the Agreement shall terminate on the date specified in the 
notice of default, provided the date is not sooner than thirty (30) days after delivery 
of the notice.  Upon termination by either party pursuant to this provision, the 
Developer shall restore LA 934 within the project limits to the condition it was in 
prior to entering into this Agreement. 
 
6.1.4  By the DOTD due to failure of the Developer to progress the Project forward 
or follow the applicable laws, rules, regulations, or guidelines.  The DOTD will 
provide the Developer with written notice specifying the failure.  If, within sixty 
(60) days after receipt of such notice the Developer has not either corrected the 
failure, or, in the event it cannot be corrected within sixty (60) days, begun in good 
faith to correct the failure and thereafter proceeded diligently to complete the 
correction, then the DOTD shall terminate the Agreement on the date specified in 
such notice. 

 
ARTICLE VII 

INDEMNIFICATION 
 

7.1 The Developer agrees it shall indemnify and save harmless the DOTD against any and all 
claims, losses, liabilities, demands, suits, causes of action, damages, and judgments of sums of 
money growing out of, resulting from, or by reason of any act or omission of the Developer, its 
agents, servants, independent contractors, employees, contractors, or consultants, while engaged 
in, about, or in connection with the services required or performed by the Developer pursuant to 
this Agreement.  The Developer agrees it shall indemnify and save harmless the DOTD from and 
against any and all claims, losses, liabilities, demands, suits, causes of action, damages, and 
judgments of sums of money growing out of, resulting from, or by reason of any act or omission 
of the Developer, its agents, servants, independent contractors, employees, contractors, 
subcontractors, consultants, or subconsultants for any defects or deficiencies in the Project.  Such 
indemnification shall include reasonable attorney's fees and court costs.  The Developer shall 
provide and bear the expense of all personal and professional insurance related to its duties arising 
under this Agreement. 
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7.2 Nothing herein is intended, nor shall be deemed, to create a third-party beneficiary to or 
for any obligation by either party hereto or to authorize any third person to have any action against 
either party arising out of this Agreement. 

 
ARTICLE VIII 

FINAL INSPECTION AND TRANSFER 
 

8.1 Upon completion of the Project, the DOTD shall take reasonable measures, within thirty 
(30) calendar days of receiving written notice of completion from the Developer, to inspect the 
Project for compliance with the Plans and Specifications.  If the DOTD determines that any portion 
of the Project does not comply with the Plans and Specifications and/or with all other applicable 
DOTD standards, specifications, and requirements, the DOTD shall provide the Developer with a 
list of the deficiencies, and at such time, the Developer shall correct the deficiencies at its own 
cost.  The DOTD shall re-inspect the Project within fifteen (15) calendar days of receiving notice 
from the Developer that the deficiencies have been corrected.  If the Project is in compliance with 
the Plans and Specifications and all other applicable DOTD standards, specifications, and 
requirements, then the DOTD’s Chief Engineer shall issue a final acceptance of the Project in the 
standard form provided by the DOTD in connection with the construction of a roadway.  If the 
Developer fails to correct the deficiencies identified by the DOTD within ninety (90) calendar days 
after the receipt of the notice of deficiencies, the DOTD may correct the deficiencies, either 
directly or through a contractor, at the Developer’s sole cost. 
 
8.2 Upon completion and final acceptance of the Project, a copy of which shall be furnished 
by the DOTD to the Developer, the DOTD shall assume the maintenance of the Project at its own 
expense.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, for a period of time compliant with section 104.05 of the 
DOTD Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges following final acceptance, the Developer 
shall assume the maintenance and repair of the Project for all defects in materials and 
workmanship, normal wear and tear excluded.  The DOTD shall record the final acceptance in the 
conveyance records maintained by the clerk of court in the parish where the Project is located. 
 
8.3 Upon completion and Final Acceptance of the Project, the Developer shall donate any and 
all of its rights to all property acquired by the Developer in connection with the Project, including 
all improvements thereto, to the DOTD and the DOTD shall accept the same.  The donation shall 
be documented in recordable form, including maps, identifying the required right-of-way 
associated with the Project, and such responsive document(s) shall be recorded in the Conveyance 
Records of the Parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana.  The DOTD shall prepare all documents 
related to and necessary for the effectuation of the donation of the Project.  The Developer shall 
execute any documents deemed necessary by the DOTD to effect and record the donation in the 
public records contemplated herein.   
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ARTICLE IX 
RECORD RETENTION AND AUDITS 

 
9.1 It is hereby agreed that upon request and as required by law, the Legislative Auditor of the 
State of Louisiana, the Office of the Governor, Division of Administration’s auditors and/or the 
DOTD’s auditors, shall have the option to inspect and audit such data, records, and accounts of 
the Developer that relate to this Agreement.  
 
9.2 The Developer shall maintain all books and records, reports, and documentation pertaining 
to this Agreement for a period of five (5) years after the date of final acceptance of the Project by 
the DOTD.  These records shall be made available in connection with an audit as previously 
described in Section 9.1.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver by the 
Developer or the DOTD of any privilege or defense to the production of or admissibility in any 
judicial proceeding of any document, statement, records, or communication unless such waiver is 
stated in express and unequivocal terms. 
 
9.3 At all times, the DOTD shall have access to all documents necessary to construct the 
Project or inspect the construction of the Project. The DOTD shall have access to invoices or other 
documents regarding prices paid for services and/or materials related to the Project. 
 

ARTICLE X 
SEVERABILITY 

 
10.1 If any term, covenant, condition, or provision of this Agreement or the application thereof 
to any person or circumstances shall, at any time or to any extent, be determined by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement, or the 
supplementation of such term, covenant, condition, or provision to persons or circumstances other 
than those as to which it is held invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each 
term, covenant, condition, and provision of this Agreement shall be valid and be enforced to the 
fullest extent permitted by law. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
ASSIGNMENT 

 
11.1 The Developer shall not assign any interest in this Agreement and shall not transfer any 
interest in it (whether by assignment or novation), without the prior written consent of the DOTD. 
 

ARTICLE XII 
MODIFICATIONS AND AMENDMENTS 

 
12.1 The Parties may modify, amend, or supplement this Agreement at any time upon their 
mutual consent, in accordance with applicable law.  However, any modification, amendment, 
alteration, variation, supplement, or waiver of any provision of this Agreement shall be valid only 
when it has been reduced to writing and executed by the Parties. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PARTIES 
 

13.1 The DOTD and the Developer are engaged with one another solely for the public purposes 
set forth in this Agreement.  The DOTD shall not be deemed in any way or for any purpose to have 
become, by the execution of this Agreement or any action taken under this Agreement, a partner, 
agent, or employee of the Developer, in the Developer’s business or otherwise, or a member of 
any joint enterprise with the Developer. 
 

ARTICLE XIV 
CONTROLLING LAW, LEGAL COMPLIANCE, AND VENUE 

 
14.1 The validity, interpretation, and performance of this Agreement shall be controlled by and 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Louisiana. 
 
14.2 The DOTD and the Developer shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws and regulations, specifically including, but not limited to, the Louisiana Code of 
Governmental Ethics (La. R.S. 42:1101, et seq.). 
 
14.3 The exclusive venue for any suit arising out of this Agreement shall be in the xx Judicial 
District Court for the Parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana. 
 

ARTICLE XV 
CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLIANCE 

 
15.1 The Parties agree to abide by the requirements of the following as applicable: Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 
1972, as amended; Federal Executive Order Number 11246, as amended; Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act 
of 1974; the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended; and Title II of the Genetic 
Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008. 
 
15.2 The Parties agree not to discriminate in their employment practices and shall render 
services under this Agreement without regard to race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, 
veteran status, genetic information, political affiliation, or disability. 
 
15.3 Any act of discrimination committed by either party or failure to comply with these 
statutory requirements shall be grounds for termination of this Agreement. 
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ARTICLE XVI 
NOTICES 

 
16.1 All notices and other communications pertaining to this Agreement shall be made to the 
following Party representatives: 
 
Ascension Parish Government 
Clint Cointment 
615 E Worthey Street, Gonzales, LA 70737 
(225) 450-1452 (Phone) 
 
Joshua Stutes, P.E. 
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
8100 Airline Hwy, Baton Rouge, LA, 70815 
225-231-4101 (Phone) 
225-231-4108 (Facsimile) 
  

ARTICLE XVII 
DEFINITIONS 

 
The following words, when used in this Agreement, shall have the following meanings, 

unless the context in which they appear clearly reflects otherwise: 
 
17.1  “Act of God” means  a cataclysmic phenomenon of nature such as earthquake, tidal wave, 
tornado, hurricane (but not a hurricane that is classified as a Category 1 or 2 hurricane on the 
Saffir-Simpson Scale), flood (but not a twenty-five (25) year or less flood), or any catastrophe that 
generates a disaster declaration for the specific parish that includes the site of the Project.  
 
17.2  “Agreement” means this document, which is a cooperative endeavor agreement/contract that 
wholly and accurately reflects the Parties’ meeting of the minds. 
 
17.3  “Contractor” means consultants selected pursuant to R.S. 48:285, et seq.  Contractor shall 
also include bidders or contractors on projects let pursuant to R.S. 48:251, et seq.  Contractor shall 
also include participation as a joint venturer or subcontractor.  
 
17.4  "Debarred" means any person, whether natural or juridical, any unincorporated entity, 
partnership, or joint venture, that has been disqualified to receive invitations for bids or requests 
for proposals or the award of any contract by the DOTD.  This shall be applicable to the selection 
of consultants and contractors by the Developer.     
 
17.5  “Developer” means the party to this Agreement that is not the State of Louisiana, Department 
of Transportation and Development, as described in this Agreement.  “Developer,” to the extent 
consistent with the laws of the State of Louisiana and the United States, shall include that Party’s 
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agents, servants, independent contractors, or employees, as well as its  subcontractors, consultants, 
subconsultants, joint ventures, partnerships, or other persons or entities hired or contracted by the 
Developer.  
 
17.6  “Parties” means the State of Louisiana, Department of Transportation and Development and 
the Developer as listed and/or described in this Agreement.  
 
17.7  “Plans and Specifications” means the final stamped design plans and specifications for the 
Project which have been prepared or procured by the Developer and approved by the DOTD.  Plans 
and Specifications shall include, but not be limited to, requirements contained in the current edition 
of the “Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges,” as amended.  
 
17.8  “Project” means the design and construction endeavor that is the object of this Agreement.  
 
17.9  “Weather conditions” means weather or weather-related circumstances that do not permit the 
Developer from proceeding with construction of the Project.  Weather conditions shall not be used 
to excuse the Developer when weather or other conditions not under control of the Developer will 
permit construction operations to proceed for at least five (5) continuous hours of the day or sixty-
five percent (65%) of a normal work day, whichever is greater, on such work as may be scheduled 
for that day. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page left intentionally blank.) 
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IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their 
respective officers thereunto duly authorized as of the day and year written above. 

 
 

ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT 
 
       BY: ___________________________ 
 Clint Cointment 

  Ascension Parish President 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
        BY: ___________________________ 
                                        Secretary 

   
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 
 
 

            BY: ___________________________ 
                Division Head 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, at the Regular Meeting of the Ascension Parish Council duly convened and held in 
accordance with law at 6:00 PM on January      , 2026, at the regular meeting place of the said 
governing body, with the following members:  

 

Present Members Name(s):  

Absent Members Name(s):  

The meeting was called to order and roll called with the above results.  

The following Resolution was offered by Chairman Chase Melancon:  

 

RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Ascension Parish Council, Louisiana, approved the Cooperative 
Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government and the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development (LA DOTD) for the Roddy Road at Black Bayou Road (LA 
934) Roundabout project and approved execution of the Agreement to Parish President Clint 
Cointment. 

 

THE ABOVE AND FOREGOING Resolution was thereupon submitted to a vote, and the vote 
theron was as follows: 

YEAS:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT:  

 

WHEREUPON, this Resolution was declared to be adopted by the Ascension Parish Council of 
the Parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana, on this the _____ day of January, 2026. 

 

 

______________________________________ 
Cinnamon McKey 

Ascension Parish Council Secretary 



 

Description: Approval of Agreement with The Picard Group, LLC for professional services related to 
the Legislative Branch of State Government on a basis of $10,000.00 per month for Federal 
Governmental Affairs Services and $7,500.00 per month for State Governmental Affairs Services. 
 The not to exceed amount is $250,000.00 for Federal and State services, printing, travel, events, 
and miscellaneous costs (CAO Ricky Compton) Deferred from the November 20, 2025 Regular 
Council Meeting  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. The Picard Group The Picard Group.pdf 
 



P A R I S H  O F  A S C E N S I O N
ADMINISTRATION 

615 E Worthey Rd. 
Gonzales, LA. 70737 

(225) 450-1200

www.ascensionparish.net 

 Clint Cointment 

Parish 

Agenda Item Preview – Must be submitted with your item & any packet items. 

Meeting & Date: Finance Committee— November 13, 2025 

Requester Name: Kaitlyn Thompson 

Requester’s Department: Legal 

Requester’s Email Address: kaitlyn.thompson@apgov.us 

Requester’s Phone Number: 225-450-1134 

Presenter Name: Ruth Phillips 

Agenda Item (Description to be used on agenda): 

Approval of Agreement with The Picard Group, LLC for professional services related to the legislative 

branch of state government for $10,000.00 monthly for Federal Services and $7,500.00 monthly for State 

Services. The NTE amount is $250,00.00 for Federal and State services, printing, travel, events and 

miscellaneous costs. 

How is this item being funded? (To be completed by FINANCE) General Administration - Professional 
Services

BRIEF description of what the item is (3-4 bullet points) 
• Approval of Agreement with The Picard Group, LLC *2025 accomplishments attached*

• For professional services related to the legislative branch of state government

• for $10,000.00 monthly for Federal Services and $7,500.00 monthly for State Services.

• NTE amount of $250,00.00 for Federal and State services, printing, travel, events and

miscellaneous costs

How was this item procured? (Bid, Request for Quotes – 3, Request for Proposal, State Contract, etc.): 

N/A 

What company are we procuring from: 

The Picard Group, LLC  

If there is a unit price or not to exceed (NTE) amount, please list those details here BRIEFLY: 

NTE amount: $250,000.00 

If it’s a renewal, when was it originally procured and what are we renewing instead of “re-bidding”: 

N/A 

http://www.ascensionparish.net/


2025 Ascension Parish Federal & State Accomplishments 

● Maintained ongoing coordination with Ascension Parish leadership through bi-weekly

strategy calls to review legislative developments, grant opportunities, and funding

priorities.

● Provided weekly and monthly reports recapping achievements on behalf of the Parish

and highlighting previous and upcoming Legislative and Executive branch actions.

● Assisted with planning, ticketing, and sponsorships for Parish attendance at 2025 and

2026 Washington Mardi Gras.

● Coordinated the Parish’s May DC visit by scheduling all congressional and agency

meetings, preparing briefing materials, and staffing Parish officials in meetings with Sen.

Cassidy, Sen. Kennedy, Maj. Leader Scalise, Rep. Letlow, Rep. Carter, and the U.S.

Economic Development Administration.

● Arranged and hosted several state agencies, CPRA, DOTD, representatives, etc. to seek

solutions to project delays and new project ideas.

● Drafted, edited, and submitted fiscal year 2026 Community Project Funding/

Congressionally Directed Spending requests and drafted letters of support for:

○ Airline Highway Raising, submitted by Senators Cassidy and Kennedy ($5,000,000

included in Senate bill) and Majority Leader Scalise ($6,000,000 included in

House bill).

○ LA73-LA429 Improvements, submitted by Congressman Carter ($150,000

included in House bill).

● Worked with Ascension Parish staff on a strategy to expand GOMESA eligibility.

Provided a draft letter to be shared with CPRA requesting that Congress amend current

law to allow states to update their coastal boundary maps at the federal level which

would permit additional parishes to receive direct GOMESA funding.

● Coordinated with the Louisiana delegation to elevate stalled FEMA projects, prompting

direct outreach from delegation offices to FEMA leadership and resulting in status

updates and movement across multiple Parish priorities.

● Coordinated with Bill Gravell, Region 6 Advocate at the U.S. Small Business

Administration (SBA), to facilitate an official visit to Ascension Parish focused on

identifying economic development opportunities in the region.

● Advocated on behalf of the Parish for ongoing and new opportunities related to the

following agencies and grant programs:

○ As a follow-up to meetings with EDA headquarters staff, TPG facilitated a

meeting with EDA Region office RE: infrastructure needs in the West Bank to

include water system improvements. As a result of that meeting, Parish is



positioned to apply for Fiscal Year 2025 Disaster Supplemental. Approximately 

$20,000,000. 

○ FEMA/OCD. Conway Bayou Pump Station: Briefed Majority Leader Scalise and 

staff on delays at FEMA and OCD related to the minimum base flood elevation 

requirements and extension of an Army Corps permit for Conway Bayou Pump 

Station. 

● Assisted with Capital Outlay and Appropriations resulting in the following awards:  

ETP Parkway 
Road Project 
within the 
Riverplex 
Megapark 
Phases 1 and 3 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds; State 
General Fund 
(Direct) Non-
Recurring 
Revenues 

Priority 5: 
$60,662,500; 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
Non-Recurring 
Revenues: 
$6,100,000 

$66,762,500 Planning and 
construction. 

LA 1 Overpass 
Rail 
Improvements 
Phase 4 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds; State 
General Fund 
(Direct) Non-
Recurring 
Revenues 

Priority 5: 
$132,520,250; 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
Non-Recurring 
Revenues: 
$13,500,000 

$146,020,250 Planning and 
construction. 

Energy 
Transition 
Parkway, Phase 
II and 
Extension, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension Louisiana 
Economic 
Development 
Initiatives 
Fund 

$20,000,000 $20,000,000 Planning and 
construction. 

Parish Utilities 
of Ascension 
Water Plant 
Feed Tank, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds 

Priority 5: 
$520,000 

$520,000 Planning and 
construction. 

Early 
Childhood 
Education 
Project, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds 

Priority 5: 
$2,700,000 

$2,700,000 Planning and 
construction. 



Energy 
Transition 
Parkway, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension Balance of 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
(reallocated 
from Act 465 
of 2023) 

$2,000,000 $2,000,000 Planning and 
construction. 

LA 431 at LA 
931 
Roundabout, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds; State 
General Fund 
(Direct) Non-
Recurring 
Revenues 

Priority 5: 
$1,400,000; 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
Non-Recurring 
Revenues: 
$400,000 

$1,800,000 Planning and 
construction. 

LA 73 at LA 30 
Roundabout, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension Balance of 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
(reallocated 
from Act 465 
of 2023) 

$5,000,000 $5,000,000 Planning and 
construction. 

Parish Utilities 
of Ascension 
Water Plant 
Clarifiers, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds 

Priority 5: 
$1,240,000 

$1,240,000 Planning and 
construction. 

LA 44 at LA 
933/Parker 
Road 
Roundabout, 
Planning and 
Construction 

Ascension General 
Obligation 
Bonds; State 
General Fund 
(Direct) Non-
Recurring 
Revenues 

Priority 5: 
$2,150,000; 
State General 
Fund (Direct) 
Non-Recurring 
Revenues: 
$400,000 

$2,550,000 Planning and 
construction. 

 

• Ascension Parish Government - Home Port Drive Improvements Exact Text: "Payable out 
of the State General Fund (Direct) to the Ascension Parish Government for engineering, 
design, and improvements to Home Port Drive $ 250,000" Amount: $250,000 Purpose: 
Engineering, design, and improvements to Home Port Drive 

• Ascension Chamber of Commerce - Early Childhood Development Center Instructors 
(Extension) Exact Text: "Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any 
appropriation contained in Other Requirements, Schedule 20-945 State Aid to Local 
Government Entities in Act 397 of the 2023 Regular Session of the Legislature for the 
Ascension Chamber of Commerce for early childhood development center instructors 



for $200,000, which has a valid Cooperative Endeavor Agreement on June 30, 2024, 
shall be deemed a bona fide obligation of the state through June 30, 2025..." Amount: 
$200,000 (extended from prior act) Purpose: Early childhood development center 
instructors 

• Ascension Parish Government - Covered Pavilion at Oak Grove Park Exact Text: "Payable 
out of the State General Fund (Direct) to the Ascension Parish Government for the 
purchase of materials and construction of a covered pavilion at Oak Grove Park $ 
100,000" Amount: $100,000 Purpose: Purchase of materials and construction of a 
covered pavilion at Oak Grove Park 

• Ascension Parish Government - Roddy Road Improvements and Amite River Boat Launch 
Exact Text: "Payable out of the State General Fund (Direct) to the Ascension Parish 
Government for improvements to Roddy Road and expansion of the Amite River boat 
launch dock in Port Vincent $ 750,000" Amount: $750,000 Purpose: Improvements to 
Roddy Road and expansion of the Amite River boat launch dock in Port Vincent  

• Ascension Parish Government - West Ascension Early Childcare Learning Center Exact 
Text: "Payable out of the State General Fund (Direct) to the Ascension Parish 
Government for the West Ascension Early Childcare Learning Center for teacher salaries 
and childcare seats $ 100,000" Amount: $100,000 Purpose: Teacher salaries and 
childcare seats for the West Ascension Early Childcare Learning Center  

• $250K for asphalt overlay and related work on Moody Dixon Rd.  

• $500K for the Manchac Road asphalt overlay & Braud and Germany Roundabout  

• $750K to Lamar Dixon Expo Foundation for economic development and expansion.  

 

• Assisted with Legislation: 

• Passed an increased performance bond from 25K to 250K for Ascension Parish 

Government 

• Passed the ability to lease Lamar Dixon Expo Center 

 

 

 



 

 

AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT, dated effective the _____ day of _______________, 2025, entered into 

by and between ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT, by and through the Office of the Parish 

President (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the "PARISH"), as approved by Resolution adopted 

by the Parish Council of Ascension; and THE PICARD GROUP, by and through its duly authorized 

Member, Tyron D. Picard. 

 

WITNESSETH: 

 
 WHEREAS, THE PICARD GROUP desires to supply PARISH with professional services 
related to the legislative branch of state government and will include, but not limited to, analysis, 
advice, advocacy, facilitation and monitoring as further outlined in the Scope of Services attached 
hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit A;  

 
 WHEREAS, THE PICARD GROUP has the necessary expertise and staff and wishes to 
provide such services to PARISH; 

 
 WHEREAS, THE PICARD GROUP has taken all the proper actions to authorize the 

execution of this Agreement by its duly authorized Member, Tyron D. Picard. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants and agreements by the parties herein 

and the sums to be paid to THE PICARD GROUP as set forth hereafter, intending to be legally 

bound, the parties agree as follows: 

 

 1.  Term. 

 

 1.1 Term.  

  The term ("Term") of this Agreement shall be for one (1) year, beginning on  

  the January 1, 2026 and ending December 31, 2026.  

 

 1.2 Renewal Terms and Conditions.  

All of the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement shall remain in full force 

and effect during any Renewal Term except for the amount of such payment to THE 

PICARD GROUP by PARISH  as set forth in Article 3 below. The amount of such 

compensation during any Renewal Term shall be determined prior to the beginning 

of such Renewal Term through good-faith negotiations between PARISH and THE 

PICARD GROUP. 

 

 1.3 Early Termination. 

 

  Thirty Day Cancellation. At all times during the Initial Term or any renewal Term of 

  this Agreement, PARISH may terminate this Agreement for any reason whatsoever, 

  upon thirty (30) days advance written notice to THE PICARD GROUP. 

 

 (a)  Obligation to Cooperate Upon Early Termination. In the event that PARISH  

 desires to exercise its right to terminate this Agreement pursuant to this Section, THE 



 

 

 PICARD GROUP agrees to fully cooperate with PARISH to  either, at the option of 

 PARISH: (i) complete any work in progress at the time notice of termination is given 

 or (ii) provide such assistance as required by PARISH to transfer the responsibility 

 for any such work in progress at the time notice of termination is given to another 

 contractor or employee of PARISH. 

 

(b)   Payment Upon Termination.  In the event that PARISH  desires to exercise its right 

to terminate this Agreement pursuant to this Section, and if at the time of such termination 

THE PICARD GROUP has expended or is legally bound to expend any its funds on 

behalf of PARISH that PARISH is legally bound to reimburse to THE PICARD GROUP 

(as a result of a specific and express written approval of PARISH concerning such 

expenditure) PARISH  shall reimburse THE PICARD GROUP such funds at the time 

the notice of termination becomes effective as to the events or functions for which the 

funds in question were expended or committed. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 

herein, THE PICARD GROUP acknowledges and agrees that it does not have the 

authority hereunder to directly or indirectly expend or commit to expend the funds of 

PARISH without the specific and express written approval of PARISH. 

 

  2.  Services to be Provided. 

 

   2.1 See Exhibit A (attached) 

 

 2.2 See Exhibit B (attached) 

 

 3.  Payment to THE PICARD GROUP for Services Rendered. 

 

  3.1 Payment to THE PICARD GROUP During Initial Term. 

 

(a) PARISH shall compensate THE PICARD GROUP for professional consulting 

services for Federal Governmental Affairs Services as described in Exhibit A on a 

monthly basis of $10,000.00 per month, commencing on January 1, 2026, for 12 

(12) consecutive months.  Services rendered are billed at the beginning of each 

monthly compensation period.   

 

(b) PARISH shall compensate THE PICARD GROUP for professional consulting 

services for State Governmental Affair Services as described in Exhibit B on a 

monthly basis of $7,500.00 per month, commencing on January 1, 2026 for 

twelve (12) consecutive months. Services rendered are billed at the beginning 

of each monthly compensation period. 

 

(c) The total contract amount shall not exceed $250,000.00 for Federal and State 

services, printing, travel, events and miscellaneous costs. 

 

       4.  Status as Independent Contractor. Liability to or for Employees.  

 

THE PICARD GROUP shall be an independent contractor, and PARISH shall not have 

the right to directly control the daily affairs and activities of employees of THE PICARD 



 

 

GROUP. PARISH shall not be liable for any expense or liability that may arise from any 

THE PICARD GROUP employee's employment with or termination by THE PICARD 

GROUP, including without limitation, liability for unpaid wages, benefits, or 

employment taxes. To the extent that THE PICARD GROUP works out of or otherwise 

occupies PARISH facilities, THE PICARD GROUP agrees to hold harmless, reimburse, 

and indemnify all costs, damages, and expenses without limitation, including but not 

limited to all court costs, reasonable attorney's fees, and all types of damages, whether 

actual, compensatory, or punitive, for injuries to person or property resulting from the 

condition of the premises and any and all acts of negligence by any person associated 

with PARISH or third parties who may be on the premises. In like fashion, THE 

PICARD GROUP agrees to hold harmless, reimburse, and indemnify all costs, damages, 

and expenses without limitation, including but not limited to all court costs, reasonable 

attorney's fees, and all types of damages, whether actual, compensatory, or punitive, for 

injuries to person or property resulting from any act or omission by or on behalf of THE 

PICARD GROUP arising from the discharge of any obligations in this Agreement. 

 
 5.  Compliance with Laws.  
 
  THE PICARD GROUP represents and warrants that it shall comply with all federal,  
  state, and local laws concerning this Agreement and any other activities and agreements 
  it may undertake, including without limitation: (i) payment of all required employment 
  taxes on THE PICARD GROUP employees; (ii) compliance with all antidiscrimination 
  laws and regulations, and (iii) compliance with all laws concerning employee wages and 
  benefits. 
 
 6.  Authority of THE PICARD GROUP.   
 

THE PICARD GROUP shall not have the authority to legally bind PARISH in any way 
including without limitation the execution of any agreement or contract in PARISH’S 
name or as its agent. THE PICARD GROUP further agrees that it shall not take any 
action that would obligate PARISH to any third party in any way without the express 
written consent of PARISH. 

 
 7.  Confidentiality.  
 

As provided by the laws of the State of Louisiana, the records and files maintained and 
provided to THE PICARD GROUP by PARISH are confidential and privileged, and 
THE PICARD GROUP agrees not to divulge or disclose any information obtained from 
such PARISH records and files. Neither THE PICARD GROUP nor any employee 
engaged in the administration or charged with the custody of such records or files shall 
be required to produce any of them for inspection or use in any action or proceeding. 

 

 8.  Notices.  

 

Any notice, communication, request, reply or advice (hereinafter severally and 

collectively called "Notice") provided or permitted to be given, made or accepted by any 

party in this Agreement must be in writing and may be given or served by depositing 

the same, postage prepaid and registered or certified with return receipt requested, or by 

delivering the same in person to the person to be notified. Notice deposited in the mail 

in the manner herein described shall be effective when so deposited. For purposes of 



 

 

any Notice the address of the parities shall, until changed as hereinafter provided, be as 

follows: 

 

   Ascension Parish Government 

   Attn: Clint Cointment, Parish President 
  615 E. Worthy St.  
  Gonzales, LA 70737 

 

  The Picard Group 

  Attn: Tyron D. Picard, Member 

  807 Richland Avenue 

  Lafayette, LA  70508 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, they have executed this Agreement, the day and year first 

above written. 

 

 

ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT   THE PICARD GROUP 

 

       

 

__________________________    _________________________ 

Clint Cointment      Tyron D. Picard 

Title:  Parish President     Title: Duly Authorized Member 

Date: _____________________    Date: ____________________ 

 

  















 

 

Exhibit B 

SCOPE OF WORK 

State Governmental Affairs Services 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will work with Ascension leaders to develop a legislative 

governmental affairs strategy and provide regular updates in a frequency determined by THE 

PICARD GROUP and Ascension. 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will facilitate capital outlay requests and coordinate  meetings with 

state departments and legislative committees on capital outlay  requests and assist Ascension 

with presentation materials for the meetings. 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will educate and lobby Louisiana legislators, in particular the House 

and Senate committees of jurisdiction, on any policy issues or proposed state legislation with 

potential impact to Ascension. When needed, THE PICARD GROUP will host introductory 

meetings and coordinate regular meetings with committee leadership  and members. 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will provide guidance and recommendations regarding legislative 

actions, committee hearings, and the overall legislative agenda at the  state level. 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will hold an annual bill review before each Louisiana Regular 

Legislative Session to identify legislation relevant to Ascension. THE  PICARD GROUP will 

monitor and track state legislation regarding bills of interest to Ascension and identified 

initiatives. Additionally, we will monitor Louisiana State departments for proposed regulations 

or actions which may provide an opportunity or have an adverse implication to Ascension. We 

will notify Ascension of any identified opportunity or threat and coordinate meetings  to 

discuss strategy in supporting, opposing, or modifying the departments’ actions. 

 

During the Louisiana Regular Legislative Session, THE PICARD GROUP will work at the 

direction of Ascension to organize committee testimony, schedule time with committee staff, 

and make introductions to committee chairmen and members prior to the hearing. 

 

• When testimony is necessary, THE PICARD GROUP will facilitate the time and date with 

committee staff, coordinate materials for presentations, facilitate introductions, and speak 

before the committee on behalf of Ascension. 

 

• In the event Ascension puts forth their own legislation, THE PICARD GROUP will assist in 

finding an appropriate author, working with staff to draft the bill, and lobbying efforts 

associated with passing legislation. 

 

• THE PICARD GROUP will provide regular updates at a frequency and manner agreed upon 

between THE PICARD GROUP and Ascension.  Additionally, THE PICARD GROUP 

provides regular monthly communication regarding the status of the political climate in 

Louisiana and communication on key healthcare issues as they arise in the state. 

 



 

 

• During session, reports will include a high-level overview of the legislature and status of the 

legislation being tracked inclusive of its stage in the process. The report will contain action 

taken and outcomes achieved or expected. 

 

• As invited, THE PICARD GROUP will attend and participate in Ascension Board and Council 

meetings to provide an update on the state political outlook or to learn more about Ascension’s 

needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Description: Executive Session 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 



 

Description: Rural Roots Louisiana and Louisiana Bucket Brigade versus Ascension Parish, 23rd 
Judicial District Court, Parish of Ascension, Suit No. 146,326 -  Approval of Administration to enter 
into confidential negotiations with Hyundai Steel Company 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 



 

Description: DEMCO vs Ascension Parish, 23rd JDC, Parish of Ascension, Suit No. 134,841, Div.: 
“D” - Review and approval of settlement  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 


	 Agenda Items
	1 Call To Order / Invocation and Pledge
	2 Roll Call
	3 ** ELECTION OF 2026 CHAIR and VICE CHAIR **
	Item Report
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	6 Parish President's Report:
	7 Planning and Zoning Recommendations
	Item Report
	a. Zoning Review ID PZ-3793.25 for Nathan Gautreau - 
	Item Report
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	b. Zoning Review ID PZ-3822.25 - Lot 4-B for Mickey R
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	The Picard Group


	9 Executive Session
	Item Report
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